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What you need to know
about new regulations

By Tony Nye

here is great debate about antibiotic use in farm

animals. If you have ever raised animals, you

know that there can be situations that may require

treatment with antibiotics for the benefit of the
animal’s health. The use and distribution of antibiotics in
animal production is facing changes, and all producers,
both big and small, need to begin to adapt to regulations
that are already in place as well as those that will change
the first of next year.

On January 1, 2017, the new U.S. Food and
Drug Administration (or FDA) regulations
addressing on-farm antibiotic use in
food-animal production will take effect.
The agency’s effort is aimed at eliminating
the use of antibiotics that are “medically
important” in treating human illnesses for
growth promotion purposes in food-animal
production. These upcoming regulations
will also cover therapeutic use in feed

and water to treat, control, or prevent
specific disease under additional veterinary
oversight. Producers, veterinarians, feed
mills, and suppliers will all face these new
requirements.
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Who's included

The FDA's new regula-
tions have defined all sectors
of animal agriculture—from
drug companies and produc-
ers to veterinarians and feed
mills—that need to collaborate
to implement the new FDA
antibiotic regulations.

B Guidance 209: In 2010,
the FDA outlined its intent
and recommendations regard-
ing growth promotion uses of
medically important antibiotics
in food animal production. The
FDA also specified that veteri-
narian oversight will increase
for the remaining therapeutic
applications (e.g., prevention,
treatment, and control) of
medically important antibiot-
ics. This action applies to both
feed-grade and water-based
antibiotics.

B Guidance 213: On December
11, 2013, the FDA initiated a three
year transition process to complete its
food-animal antibiotic strategy. This
action requests animal-health compa-
nies to outline intentions to volun-
tarily remove any production/growth
promotion uses from product labels of
medically important antibiotics. The
guidance also eliminates over-the-
counter status of these medications
. and increases veterinary oversight for
Ground drive All models on-farm therapeutic use by requiring a
models are veterinary feed directive (or VFD) for
available in 25, g feed applications and a prescription
50, and 80 ' \ger for water treatments. Implementation
bushel sizes. = | must be completed by January 1, 2017.

B Final VFD Rule: On June 3, 2015,
FDA announced the final VFD rule. The
final rule outhnes specific requirements
of the VFD process for medically impor-
tant feed-grade antibiotics.

What does this mean for ani-
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in order to receive permission to order and use feed containing
a VFD drug, The veterinarian’s primary role is to advise and
guide the producer (or chient) in determining which medica-
tions are appropriate for their animals (the patients). This
relationship must be established and recognized by the veteri-
narian prior to any VFD order being written. Feed distributors
will require a valid VFD, provided by the veterinarian, prior to
supplying customers with the regulated feed product. VFDs
will need to be renewed every six months according to the
renewal guidelines set by FDA.

So far, only a small number of antibiotics (tilmicosin,
florfenicol, and Avilamycin) have been restricted in feed-grade
use under a VFD. While some industries, like swine, are very
familiar with the VFD process because of the common use of
Pulmotil (ilmicosin), many producers have never had to use
the VFD process to acquire antibiotics. With the expansion of
the rule, this will soon change as nearly all sectors of animal
agriculture will be affected, including honey bees among other

“minor-use” species.

Are all antibiotics affected?

It 1s important to note not all antibiotics will be considered
VFD drugs (see Figure 1 on page 16). The use of injectable an-
tibiotics will not be affected. At this ime, FDA has only moved
antibiotics essential to human medicine and being fed to
anmimals to VFD status. Also, as a part of the new FDA changes,
water soluble antibiotics, which are important to human
medicine, will now require a prescription from a veterinarian.
This transition of water soluble drugs will include Aureomycin
water soluble concentrate (chlortetracychne).
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Figure 1. Present listing of in- and on-feed
antibiotics outside of VFD directive*

Carbodox

Ractopamine

Bambermycin

Melengestrol

Ionophores (e.g., Lasalocid and monensin)
Decoquinate

Tiamulin

Fenbendazole

Bacitracin

Amprolinm

*Tnless used in combination with a VFD drug.
(Source: Michigan State University Extension)

The basics of on-farm VFD compliance for
producers

The biggest change for producers, veterinarians, and feed mills
will be the expanded VFD process. While the current VFD regula-
tion may offer some familiarity with the compliance process, the
new FDA rule will require some additional time and effort on the
part of both producers and their veterinarians.

Why it pays
to see your
DVM regularly

What to do

Here are some key steps
required to comply:

ATTACHMENTS
SNOW BLADES

CLAMP-ON, QUICK ATTACH, OR
PIN-ON MOUNTS

M The issuing veterinarian is required to keep the
original VFD, while the feed mill/distributor and producer
(client) must each keep a copy of the VFD. Hardcopy or
electronic versions are allowed

|| 4 B The VFD and records of the related feed distribution

| must be kept for a period of two years

. ® Each VFD includes a specific expiration date. Any VFD
feed remaining after its related VFD has expired may

not be fed to animals without obtaining a new VFD. This

“ f:t::ranﬂ would include any remaining feed in a bin or feeder
remove

& 30 degree
ﬁﬁ;ﬁ? Where do you begin?

® 60" 72" 84" 90" The new FDA antibif}tics regulations 'fvill require Iivest!:rck
ond 08 sizes producers to have a valid VCPR. In the simplest terms, this

@ Bolt-On reversible cutting edge for means a livestock producer will need to have a good relation-
Incressed wear life ship with their veterinarian and expect to spend more time in

developing a plan that satisfies all VFD requirements. As for the
© Suiit In trip lock-aut for eccasiensi grading veterinarian'’s role, he or she must be famihar with the opera-
© Optional Skid Shoes tor’s production practices and herd health profile.

SE E oun F "‘.’. A "A GHME" r '.’"E.' Talk with your veterinarian about using any antibiotics that

fall under the new VFD requirement. Most antibiotics labeled
ww. Eﬂfthm _ ~ forfood animal use will be affected by the VFD rule, while a

few, such as those listed in Figure 1, will not be affected.
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Court House, Ohio, raising purebred swine and meat goats.

Remember, there will be record
keeping requirements at all lev-
els. Producers, veterinarians and feed
processors will all need to be especially
diligent in keeping records associated
with VFDs and prescription water
antibiotics once FDA's new policies go
into effect.

The types of records FDA will
require include things like the
number of animals, reason for
treatment, product name, and who
administered the treatment. The
record-keeping commitment will
involve keeping hard copies or elec-
tronic versions of all VFDs for two
years and one year for all prescrip-
tions. The issuing veterinarian will
maintain the originals for the same
amount of time. Distributors who
manufacture VFD feed also will keep
VFD copies for two years. Any of the
parties must be able to provide the
VFED orders (and prescriptions) to
FDA upon request.
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To help you as a livestock pro-
ducer be compliant with the new
regulations, here is a recap of steps
you should take:

® Understand the new feed (VFD) A ' -
and water (prescription) rules | : i
B Strengthen your VCPR. 'H ;
Schedule periodic herd visits with 1‘ ]
your veterinarian and review health
monitoring and herd health strate-
erful Per
¥ Communicate with your feed
mill

3"88. o
PRICED RIGHT!

W Assess your herd health and
welfare strategies. Sit down with
your veterinarian to outline produc-
tion and management changes to
maximize animal health and mini-
mize antibiotic use

¥ Renew your commitment to
responsible antibiotic use

¥ Ensure your record-keeping
compliance. For producers, this
means keeping copies (print or elec-
tronic) of VFDs for two years and
prescription records for one year.
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