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TREASURER’S REPORT
Butler County Master Gardeners Organizational Structure Update
by Ruth “Peaches” Atha

It’s officiall The Master Gardeners are now
a part of Ohio State University (OSU). As of
March 27th, when Butler County Master
Gardeners transferred $16,901.45 to OSU.
MGV now have a total of $126.00 left in
Fifth Third to cover the event insurance
for the plant sale. After that check clears
the bank account will be closed.

For now the new procedures for reimbursement are listed below. These are subject to
change or amendment.

1.  Fill out reimbursement form completely and have receipts attached to form.

2. Turn completed request form along with receipts into treasurer for signatures.

3. Request will be given to Office Manager (Sue) once Treasurer has everything
approved, and recorded for accounting purposes.

4. Tt will take about two weeks for processing once it is turned in to Sue, checks will be
mailed to your home.

5.  Please make sure all reimbursements are cleared with project leads so they may keep
track of budget.

Your reimbursement request cannot be turned into Sue without the proper signatures and
given to the treasurer for recording. Sue is not responsible to keep track of forms that are
not completed and without my signature.

I am urging everyone please do not spend money if you need it back right away, as there is a
learning curve with regards to the time frame of receiving your funds.

In regards to Amazon orders, please have your committee lead make a list of needed items.
Once approved it will be turned in to Sue to be ordered because OSU is tax exempt. Amazon
might be the only hipcup to purchasing. We really want to be respectful of Sue’s time as she
has other duties. Please try to direct questions to board members first as they may have the
answers.



Butler County Extension Master Gardeners
Reimbursement Request Form

Date / /2025
Purpose of expense:
Name:
Email Address:
Full Address:
Amount: $ Date given to OSU: Check Number:
Approved by:
Ginny Hertenstein, President Cynthia Stever, Vice President
Jeanne Walther, Secretary Ruth “Peaches” Atha, Treasurer

Requests for more than $250.00 must have two signatures. No payment will be issued without a request form and
receipts. Please allow up to three weeks for check requests.

Butler County Extension Master Gardeners
Reimbursement Request Form

Date / /2025
Purpose of expense:
Name:
Email Address:
Full Address:
Amount: $ Date given to OSU: Check Number:
Approved by:
Ginny Hertenstein, President Cynthia Stever, Vice President
Jeanne Walther, Secretary Ruth “Peaches” Atha, Treasurer

Requests for more than $250.00 must have two signatures. No payment will be issued without a request form and
receipts. Please allow up to three weeks for check requests.



May Project Schedule

Project Name / Contact

Day / Dates

Time

Monthly Frequency

Doty Farmstead
® Gail Troy gailmtroy@gmail.com

513-523-6989

Contact Gail to

get specific dates.

9:00—11:00am

1% or 2" Friday and 3™ or
4% Saturday (call first)

Elisha Morgan Mansion
@ Carol Kell cfkell57@gmail.com

513-260-1277
 Libby Head libbyh@zoomtown.com

Tuesday 5/6

4:00 — 6:00pm

1%t Tuesday of the month

Keehner Park
® Sandy Seiwert dlseiwert@fuse.net

513-779-8014
® LaRae Leaman LaRae.leaman@gmail.com

937-414-6655

Wednesday 5/28

9:00—-11:00am

4™ Wednesday of the month

Benninghofen
@ Vicki Knott vknott@icloud.com

937-902-3800
@ Gloria Gmerek gmereks@icloud.com

513-368-7508
® Ann Hagerty frizzet33@hotmail.com

513-497-2876

Wednesday 5/21

9:30am

3™ Wednesday of the month

Pyramid Hill
® Cynthia Stever cynthiastever746@gmail.com

513 893-6784

Wednesday 5/14

9:00—11:00am

2" Wednesday of the month

Chrisholm
® Ginny Hertenstein ginnyhertenstein@hotmail.com

513-532-2696
® Anne Rolfes annie_twin@yahoo.com

513-846-9252

Monday 5/5
Monday 5/19

9:00 - 11:00am

1% and 3™ Monday of the
Month

Gov. Bebb
® Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)

513 484 2989

Saturday 5/24

9:00—-11:00am

4% Saturday

Miami University Hamilton
® Nancy Tereba ntereba363@gmail.com

513-795-4281
® Karen Montag kmontag02@gmail.com

513-874-7848

Monday 5/12
Monday 5/26

9:00 - 11:00am

2" and 4" Monday

H.U.G.S
® Michelle Merrett merrettma26@gmail.com

513-325-3042

Tuesdays and Thursdays

T.0.P.P.S
» Kim Medley medleyke@miamioh.edu

513-340-3628

Saturday 5/17
Wednesday 5/21

10:00am —
12:00pm

3 Wednesday and 3™
Saturday

Ross Roadside Planting
@ Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)

513 484 2989

Saturday 5/10

9:00am

2" Saturday
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June Project Schedule

Project Name / Contact

Day / Dates

Time

Monthly Frequency

Doty Farmstead
® Gail Troy gailmtroy@gmail.com

513-523-6989

Contact Gail to

get specific dates.

9:00 — 11:00am

1% or 2" Friday and 3™ or
4% Saturday (call first)

Elisha Morgan Mansion
@ Carol Kell cfkell57@gmail.com

513-260-1277
» Libby Head libbyh@zoomtown.com

Tuesday 6/3

4:00 — 6:00pm

1%t Tuesday of the month

Keehner Park
® Sandy Seiwert dlseiwert@fuse.net

513-779-8014
® LaRae Leaman LaRae.Lleaman@gmail.com

937-414-6655

Wednesday 6/25

9:00 - 11:00am

4™ Wednesday of the month

Benninghofen
@ Vicki Knott vknott@icloud.com

937-902-3800
@ Gloria Gmerek gmereks@icloud.com

513-368-7508
@ Ann Hagerty frizzet33@hotmail.com

513-497-2876

Wednesday 6/18

9:30am

34 Wednesday of the month

Pyramid Hill
® Cynthia Stever cynthiastever746@gmail.com

513 893-6784

Wednesday 6/11

9:00 — 11:00am

2" Wednesday of the month

Chrisholm
® Ginny Hertenstein ginnyhertenstein@hotmail.com

513-532-2696
® Anne Rolfes annie_twin@yahoo.com

513-846-9252

Monday 6/2
Monday 6/16

9:00-11:00am

1% and 3™ Monday of the
Month

Gov. Bebb
» Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)

513 484 2989

Saturday 6/28

9:00 - 11:00am

4% Saturday

Miami University Hamilton
» Nancy Tereba ntereba363@gmail.com

513-795-4281
» Karen Montag kmontag02@gmail.com

513-874-7848

Monday 6/9
Monday 6/23

9:00-11:00am

2" and 4" Monday

H.U.G.S
® Michelle Merrett merrettma26@gmail.com

513-325-3042

Tuesdays and Thursdays

T.0.P.P.S
p Kim Medley medleyke@miamioh.edu

513-340-3628

Saturday 6/21
Wednesday 6/18

10:00am —
12:00pm

3 Wednesday and 3™
Saturday

Ross Roadside Planting
@ Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)

513 484 2989

Saturday 6/14

9:00am

2" Saturday
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PRESIDENT'S CORNER by Ginny Hertenstein

Hello Master Gardeners!

Spring is officially here — though it could
be warmer. The big news - our MG Plant
Sale is coming up on May 10 th . We try to
have 100% participation for our main
fundraiser every year. Please divide some
of your established plants at home and get
them into pots so they are looking nice for
the sale. Plants started from seed, house
plants, flowers and plants from your
favorite nursery are all great contributions.

All garden tools and décor in good condition are welcome. There are many slots
for volunteer hours still open and we need to borrow your wagons. There will be a
few changes going under the new OSU system we will be working through, but a
great time should be had by all!

We have a new project workday schedule going out each month during the
growing season this year. Please look for that in your emails, and please come out
to the projects. We have a lot of beautiful gardens out there and they don’t take
care of themselves! Working together is a good way to make friendships, welcome
our Interns, and get some exercise and sunshine! If you try a new project you can
claim an extra hour. We are working on a collaboration with Butler Tech to get
some assistance on the heavy lifting days (topsoil, mulch, etc.) to help us out.
Some other special events coming soon that MG’s are taking part in are Trenton
Arbor Day celebration on April 26th at 11 East State Street. The Monarch Fest at
Christ the King Lutheran Church in West Chester and the Juneteenth Fest at the
Clock Tower Square at Union Center, are both on June 14th . Lots of opportunities
— have a great Spring!

VICE PRESIDENT’S NOTES by Cynthia Stever

As we work through the issues associated with the
transition to working under the OSU umbrella, please be
sure to share any concerns or suggestions that you may
have to make the transition go smoothly. There will be
compromises and adjustments, but we are an intelligent and
resilient group that can work through the process. As Frank
said, our true focus should be the mission of Master
Gardeners -- to educate and encourage community
members to become involved in gardening.

Our speaker for the May 7 General Meeting will be Greg
Torres with Active Outdoors, LLC. Greg is a great speaker
and has an excellent video presentation. Many have heard
him speak and highly recommended him. Greg’s topic will
be “Growing Native Spring Wildflowers.”




Board Positions Coming Available by Paulette Walker

In January, 2026, BCMGV will be voting in several
new members to the Executive Board.

Serving on the Executive Board allows members
an opportunity to help steer our organization in
the right direction and be a part of decision
making on group activities. Although it seems
early to be thinking about this, please consider

GET INVOLVE

BECOME A [Cuisringnthe upcoming postion openings
BOARD MEMBER 15 oo st wouid tos good i plesse1er s
know.

The board positions that will be filled in January 2026 are:

Vice President: The VP serves as the chairperson of the Program Committee, securing
speakers for the general meetings and identifying speakers for other events. The VP
serves in absence of the President, and assumes the duties of the president if the
president vacates the office for any reason. The VP serves for two years, then becomes
the President for two years, then serves as the Past President for two years. The Past
President serves primarily in an advisory role, and continues to vote on board decisions.
Cynthia Stever is the current VP, and I will answer any questions you may have about the
role.

Secretary: The Secretary keeps records of the General Meetings and the Executive Board
Meetings, and provides the minutes of these meetings to the general membership. The
Secretary conducts correspondence as needed for the organization. The position is for
two years, and is renewable if desired. Jeanne Walther is the current Secretary and can
answer questions you may have about the position.

Volunteer Coordinator: This is an appointed position, and the VC is responsible for
communicating news, project schedules, etc to the members. As an appointed position,
the term is at the discretion of the board and the VC. Ann McGee is the current VC, and
can answer any questions you may have about this position. Ann points out that this is
an excellent position for anyone whose schedule limits volunteering during the business
hours.

Members at Large: The Executive Board includes Members at Large, and are appointed
by the president. Members at Large report concerns and items of interest from the
members to the board. BCMGV has four Members at Large who serve four year terms.
The terms are staggered and in January two new Members at Large will replace two
outgoing Members at Large. The Members at Large are currently Anne Rolfes, Nancy
Tereba, Karen Wiggins and Ginger Martin. Anne Rolfes and Nancy Tereba are the
outgoing Members at Large. Any of these members can answer questions you may have
about the positions.

Membership Committee: This is an appointed position and the committee generally
consists of one person. This position primarily exists to help recruit potential Master
Gardeners, and support incoming members by getting to know interns, helping interns
with concerns and matching interns with mentors. This position is also responsible for
helping active Master Gardeners transferring from another county or state, become
comfortable with our group. This position does not have a term limit. Paulette Walker
serves as the current Membership Committee and will be happy to answer any questions
you have about this role.



Keehner Park by Cindi Dawson

There have been lots of busy happenings at Keehner Park...

It started out very cold and foggy, but as you can see, it ended up sunny and warmer!
Those who worked that day are (left to right):

Sandy Seiwert, Brenda Frey, Cindi Dawson , Shirley Swiech, Carol Ryan, Diane Pfaff, LaRae
Leaman

First, we cleaned up the pollinator garden beds. Next, we dug up the paver bricks which
will be relayed by the park staff so that the paths are level before our next work day on
April 23 from 9-11.




Scholarship Committee Update by Christine Matacic

The Scholarship Committee will meet on Thursday, April 24 to determine the winners of
our 2025 BCMGV Scholarships for BC High School/College/
Post-Secondary/Apprenticeship. This year we had ten applicants. Unfortunately, one was
disqualified due to not being a resident of Butler County. Of the remaining nine, all
identification of the individual has been redacted, and each member will score those
redacted applications prior to our meeting. In addition to discussion about the
applicants and determining the winners, we will talk about possible changes to the
application process for students as well as the educational support for our members.

If you wish to know who will be receiving the three (3) $750 student scholarships, please
attend our July Luncheon/Meeting as we will be awarding these and introducing the
students and their parents/guardians.

Any current active BCMGV member is eligible to apply for Educational Support in
accordance with our guidelines and can be found on the BCMGV website
(https://butler.osu.edu/program-areas/master-gardener-volunteers).

Thank you for your support of the BCMGV Plant Sale as the proceeds help in the support
of our members and the student scholarships. Also, thanks to Marge Beckner, Marilyn
Bowling, Jim Clear, Becky Hildebrandt, Madhav Lakkapragada, Gwen Ritchie, Helen
Smith, and Jeanne Walther for your service to our committee.

Christine Matacic

BCMGYV Scholarship Committee Chair
cmatacic@fuse.net

513-652-2659

Fair Committee Report by Terry Wong

The committee has been busy bringing this year’s theme Lightening Bugs to life!
Educational materials, displays, crafts, creative creatures and beautifully executed
posters and the theme banner as well as colorful planters will enhance the fair booth.

If you would like to do some research on the topic of lightening bugs here is a great
website that has lots of information. Go to |siansfH/ATaTATA# (=1 \A0) 8

The county fair is scheduled for July 20th — 26th. There will be a sign-up Genius for
volunteers to staff the booth and I'm a Farmer area. That will come a few weeks
before the opening day. Seed collection project update! A sincere thank you to
everyone who volunteered in any capacity to help make this year’s activity a success.
The final seed packet count will be announced at the May general meeting!

If you participated in the project in any capacity whether collecting, extracting,
packing etc., please enter your hours for time and travel under the fair booth project.



https://www.firefly.org/

MGV Kitchen by Nancy Greenslade

If you have any summer time recipes that you would like to share, please email them to
me or pass them along by bringing them to the May meeting or dropping them off at
the Extension Office with a note that they are for Nancy Greenslade,
njgreenslade@gmail.com. Thank-you!

This first recipe is from Diane Pfaff who says this is an easy chicken pot pie type
dinner. She found it on-line at showmetheyummy.com. For the mixed vegetables she
uses corn, peas, carrots and green beans.

Chicken Cobbler

11b. cooked, skinned, boned &amp; cubed chicken (about 4 cups) 1 tsp. garlic powder
1-16 oz. bag frozen mixed vegetables 1 tsp. onion powder

14 c. unsalted butter, melted 1 tsp. paprika

2 c. Bisquick 1 tsp. dried basil

174 c. whole milk % tsp. salt — to taste

1-8 oz. block cheddar cheese shredded Y tsp. pepper

1-10.5 0z. can cream of mushroom soup Y% tsp. cayenne (optional)

1c. chicken broth

(1) Preheat oven to 375F and grease a glass 9x13 inch baking dish with cooking spray.
Set aside.

(2) In a large bowl, mix together chicken, vegetables, and all spices and seasonings
until combined,

then spread into an even layer in the prepared baking dish.

(3) Drizzle evenly with melted butter, then set aside.

(4) In the same bowl, whisk together bisquick, milk and shredded cheese until
combined, then pour

over the chicken and vegetables; don’t stir and set aside.

(5) In the same bowl, whisk together soup and broth until combined, then pour over
the bisquick mixture;

again, do not stir.

(6) Bake in a preheated oven, uncovered, for 45-60 minutes, or until the edges and top
are golden

brown and there’s only a slight jiggle in the center.

(7) Allow to cool for 10 minutes before scooping and serving. 12 servings

RAFFLE NEWS! by Kathleen Sherman

There will not be a raffle at the May meeting due to the
plant sale. If you have items you were saving for the raffle,
please consider donating to the plant sale. Thank you!

10



MGV Kitchen by Nancy Greenslade (CONTINUED)

This second recipe was sent in by Paulette Walker. It is the current favorite at her house.
It’s a very low carb cracker that will help people who are watching their blood sugar
levels, or just want a lower carb alternative to Ritz. The recipe came from the web site All
Day I Dream About Food.

Everything Bagel Crackers
2 c¢. almond flour

15 tsp. Kosher salt

14 tsp. baking powder

legg

2 Tbsp. melted butter or oil (Paulette uses oil)
1 egg white, whisked

Everything Bagel Seasoning

(1) Line a large baking sheet with a silicone pad or parchment paper.

(2) Preheat the oven to 300°F.

(3) In a large bowl, combine the almond flour, baking powder and salt. Mix well. Stir in
whole egg

and butter or oil until dough comes together. Turn dough out onto the silicone sheet or

parchment paper on the baking sheet. Roll out to ¥s inch thickness, as evenly as possible.

You may need to cover the dough with parchment paper to easily roll it out.

(4) Use a pizza cutter or sharp knife to score the dough into 2-inch squares.

(5) Brush the top with the whisked egg white, then sprinkle with Everything Bagel
seasoning. Gently press seasoning into dough with your hand or rolling pin.

(6) Bake 35 to 40 minutes, until the edges golden brown and the crackers are firm to the
touch. Let cool completely on the baking sheet before breaking apart along the score
lines.

Store in a covered container for 10-14 days. 4 crackers have 5.7 g carbs with 2.8 g of fiber,
resulting in a net 2.9 carbs.

This third recipe was sent in by Willadean Short.

Sloppy Joes
2 1bs. ground beef

2 Tbsp. tomato paste

2 cans baked beans, drained
1 Tbsp. mustard powder

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 Tbsp. red wine vinegar

1 can tomato sauce

salt and pepper to taste

Brown the ground beef and drain. Add remainder of the ingredients, stirring often until
hot.
Serve on a bun of your choice.

11



JT’S SPOT by J.T. Benitez

Spring is here and we are finally getting into some warmer temperatures and that
means gardening season! The trees and plants are finally greening up and it is
beginning to look like spring! I just got back from the Panhandle of Florida and was so
green down there compared to here still as they are in different climate zones than us.
It was cool to travel down and watch the green get brighter and brighter and the leaves
on the trees get fuller and fuller but the opposite occurred on the way back
unfortunately but no worries, we will catch up! Seeing all the green and warmth got me
thinking about all the planting I have to get done this spring!

Unfortunately, I am running into machinery and equipment maintenance issues as soon
as the season is starting. So I am stuck with figuring out, should I fix it or get
something new. Many of you may have old tools, lawn mowers, tractors or whatever
you may use for your garden tools that either need some maintenance or upgrading.
You do not want to go into the garden season with broken equipment or equipment
needing upgrading, so now is the time before May to see, what is still working well and
what should I find new to upgrade to. Ihave decided, as much as I love old tractors,
now is the time to add a new or newer one to the herd, so I don’t have to play tractor
roulette, “Will It Start Game,” every spring. I need something that will just start up and
go at this point. While I enjoy my older equipment, sometimes, the money spent to
keep them going may just not be worth it anymore. For our little operation, it eats to
much into the bottom dollar. While some may argue, it is still cheaper to fix it, is it?
Loss time, investing in obsolete equipment, parts availability, parts are not quality
aftermarket anymore and break faster, the list goes on. I have seen all of that with my
older equipment, it is finally time!

So with your old gardening equipment, maybe some of it may need to be gone through
as well. The plant sale is a good time to donate that older obsolete equipment! Ihave
seen some really nice usable items at the plant sale great for someone starting out into
gardening that will still work great for the customers buying them. It is also a great
way to make some space in that barn or garage. When someone is new into the hobby
gardening, investing a lot at first is not what you should do, instead you invest slowly
into quality used items and work your way up. Used quality garden equipment is a great
way for novice gardeners to get started, learn, experiment and progress into a great
hobby. With the plant sale coming up, I want to thank everyone for the plants, garden
apparel, books, and equipment donated this year. This is going to be another great
plant sale along with a great garden growing season. Ilook forward to seeing everyone
at the May Meeting, Plant Sale and even the Butler County Fair fast approaching! Happy
gardening! S

12



Ecuador Trip by LaRae Laemann

Madhov Lakkapragada and LaRae Leaman participated in a transformative
service-learning experience in the Andean highlands outside Otavalo, Ecuador,
alongside The Ohio State University Master Gardeners and The Tandana
Foundation. They were joined by Pam Bennett, Jen Andon, and other MGVs, along
with family and friends from around the state.

The trip offered a unique blend of hands-on horticultural work, cultural
engagement, and the opportunity to learn about a different biome. It was flawlessly
organized, well-guided, and focused on safety.

The primary project centered on Community & Neighborhood Development, where
participants worked alongside local community groups to help a school clear land
and plant a vegetable garden. The garden served a dual purpose: as an educational
tool for students and as a food resource for the community. Using non-powered
tools to clear the space, the group was reminded of the importance of sustainable
farming methods in the region.

The trip also provided enriching cultural interactions, including cooking lessons,
harvesting techniques, and learning about the use of medicinal herbs in the local
Kichwa culture. The week concluded with a meaningful reflection ceremony, where
participants shared takeaways, personal stories, and acknowledged the new
friendships formed during the trip.

The sense of accomplishment, connection, and gratitude from this experience is
something to cherish and reflect on for years to come. Madhov and LaRae highly
recommend this opportunity to anyone looking to broaden their horizons, deepen
their understanding of global cultures, and contribute meaningfully to a
community in need.
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Plant Sale Update by Plant Sale Committee

Sharing a Love of Gardening with our Community: MGV Plant Sale 2025

The 2025 Plant Sale committee has been hard at work with plans and preparations,
getting ready to welcome hundreds of people to buy high-quality, home-grown plants
from our members! Holding this plant sale is more than a fundraiser -- it is a way we
can share our knowledge and love of gardening with our communities, including
people who might otherwise be shopping at big box stores, getting inferior plants at
higher prices, and being disappointed with their results. Whether they choose
vegetables, perennials, houseplants or the many other items we offer, they go home
from an MGV event with something they can nurture and enjoy.

As you may guess, it takes many volunteers to help this process run smoothly. Thank
you to all that have already volunteered! Volunteering for a short shift or two is simple,
much appreciated and vital to the sale's success. We still have open slots on
SignUpGenius—can you help us fill these gaps? It can even be as simple as lending a
wagon. Please go to the link and check it out. Set-up days are Thursday 5/8 and Friday
5/9, with the sale on Saturday, 5/10.

Even if you are unable to help during the sale weekend, please consider donating items
for both the Garden Boutique and Mother's Day gift plant arrangements, including:
garden decor, books, and clean tools in good condition; decorative pots, boxes and
baskets; clean vases, larger mugs or spring colored ribbon; spring flowering or
budding branches, evergreen sprigs (like boxwood and magnolia), dried flowers or
6-packs of annuals that are in bloom. That's a long list of options -- keep it in mind as
you do spring cleaning in your home or garage!

Please note there will be a required change to our check-out system this year. OSU's
credit card system works via a scanned QR code. This will require customers to
manually register, retrieve a code from their email, and enter their credit card
information. We anticipate some delays for credit card users and are in need of a few
more friendly faces to help those who are less familiar with QR codes. In our upcoming
communications to customers, we will also encourage customers to pay with cash or
check if they prefer.

Plant labels and slats for the sale will be available at the May meeting. There are some
additional pots available at the extension office. Please remember to use potting mix
and clean pots.

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who has already volunteered, contributed to
planning, and served on the committee. Your efforts are truly appreciated! Any
questions? Contact the Plant Sale Committee at bcrngvplantsale@gmail.com.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Have something to contribute to the next newsletter? Please
email Tess Catlin at t.catlin@lanepl.org no later than Monday,
June 16, with your submission. Thank you!
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