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Fair Committee Report by Terry Wong

What a successful and well received theme “Lightening Bugs” has been! There were so
many opportunities to share information with our visitors and hopefully make an impact

in the effort to provide much needed habitat for these beetles.

The display is so highly regarded that we’ve been invited to set up at Chisholm Fun on the
Farm in August and at Pollinator Fest in September! A testament to the timely and
important information. Much appreciation and recognition are due to the committee
members who brought to life this visually impressive display.

The content team comprised of Sandy Siewert, Christine Matacic and Denise Prysmont

are responsible for the beautifully done printed materials including the display posters,
theme banner and educational brochure (in English and Spanish).

The prop team consisting of Paulette Walker, Diane Pfaff and Helen Smith developed

fun display items such as Flicka the Firefly, a dynamic habitat diorama and a firefly

craft for the youngsters. Of course, there were stickers and coloring sheets!

The decorative planting and construction team members Joyce Bradley, Jerry

Bradley and Joe Clear contributions included a beautiful exterior potted plant display

by Joyce &amp; Jerry, upgraded, sturdy photo op step-ups built by Jerry and the addition of a
handicap accessible sand table for I'm a Farmer (IAF) built by Joe. We also owe ACE
Hardware in Hamilton a sincere thank you for their generous donation of landscaping
materials including mulch, pine straw, and sand. The committee co-chair Marilyn Bowling is
the committee historian and rock, without whom we would miss out on a wealth of
knowledge and wisdom.

The MGV volunteers who participated in the set up on Thursday left IAF cleaner and more
organized than ever! Well done and many thanks. To all the wonderful volunteers who helped
with the set-up on Friday, who worked at the booth and IAF sharing your knowledge with
visitors about the theme and seeds, and of course the clean-up crew, a heartfelt thank you.

Speaking of seeds! Collection season is in full swing, and we hope you’ll continue to support
the project by harvesting all those wonderful seeds nature so freely provides. Don’t forget to
record Fair Committee report hours for all aspects of seed collection (collecting, extracting,
transporting, etc.) under the Fair Booth tab in HOC. If you have any questions, please contact
Terry Wong.

Fair Committee report 12Aug2025/C:/MGV/Fair2025/tjw

art of the Friday set-up crew



Fair Committee Report by Terry Wong (continued)

Open for business

Butler Tech Work-Based Learning Agreement by Cynthia Stever

I have been in touch with Sara Morris from the Butler Tech Green Engineering Program.
Butler County Master Gardeners is entering into a work-based learning agreement with
Butler Tech that will provide their students with and learn from Master Gardeners at our
various projects. If you have need for student help with spreading mulch, planting
bushes or trees, helping with the plant sale or other activities, this will be a great
opportunity. Depending on the level of interest, we may ask for a volunteer to be the
liaison with Butler Tech and coordinate this program. If interested, please contact
Cynthia Stever (cynthiastever746@gmail.com)



September Project Schedule

Project Name / Contact

Day / Dates

Time

Monthly Frequency

Doty Farmstead

* Gail Troy gailmtroy@gmail.com
513-523-6989

Contact Gail to
get specific dates.

9:00-11:00am

1% or 2" Friday and 3"
or 4™ Saturday (call
first)

Elisha Morgan Mansion

* Carol Kell cfkell57 @gmail.com
513-260-1277

* Libby Head libbyh@zoomtown.com

Tuesday 9/2

4:00 - 6:00pm

1% Tuesday of the month

Keehner Park

* Sandy Seiwert dlseiwert@fuse.net
513-779-8014

* LaRae Leaman

LaRae.leaman@gmail.com
937-414-6655

Wednesday 9/24

9:00 - 11:00am

4™ Wednesday of the month

Benninghofen

* Vicki Knott vknott@icloud.com
937-902-3800

* Gloria Gmerek gmereks@icloud.com
513-368-750

* Ann Hagerty frizzet33@hotmail.com
513-497-2876

Wednesday 9/17

9:30am

3 Wednesday of the month

Pyramid Hill
* Cynthia Stever

cynthiastever746@gmail.com 513
893-6784

Wednesday 9/10

9:00—11:00am

2" Wednesday of the month

Chrisholm

* Ginny Hertenstein
ginnyhertenstein@hotmail.com 513-532-2696

* Anne Rolfes annie_twin@yahoo.com
513-846-9252

Monday 9/1
Monday 9/15

9:00-11:00am

1*and 3" Monday of
the Month

Gov. Bebb

* Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)
513 484 2989

Saturday 9/27

9:00 - 11:00am

4* Saturday

Miami University Hamilton

* Nancy Tereba ntereba363@gmail.com
513-795-4281

* Karen Montag kmontag02@gmail.com
513-874-7848

Monday 9/8
Monday 9/22

9:00 —11:00am

2" and 4™ Monday

H.U.G.S
* Michelle Merrett

merrettma26@gmail.com 513-325-3042

Tuesdays and Thursdays

T.0.P.P.S
* Kim Medley medleyke @miamioh.edu
513-340-3628

Saturday 9/17
Wednesday 9/20

10:00am —
12:00pm

3¥Wednesday and 3™
Saturday

Ross Roadside Planting

* Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)
513 484 2989

Saturday 9/13

9:00am

2" Saturday




October Project Schedule

Doty Farmstead Contact Gail to 9:00-11:00am | 1%or 2"Friday and 3
* Gail Troy gailmtroy@gmail.com get  specific or 4" Saturday (call
513-523-6989 dates or an first)
email  from
me.
Elisha Morgan Mansion Tuesday 10/7 4:00-6:00pm 1" Tuesday of the month
* Carol Kell cfkell57@gmail.com
513-260-1277
* Libby Head libbyh@zoomtown.com
Keehner Park Wednesday 10/22 | 9:00—11:00am 4t Wednesday of the month
* Sandy Seiwert dlseiwert@fuse.net
513-779-8014
* LaRae Leaman
LaRae.leaman@gmail.com
937-414-6655
Benninghofen Wednesday 10/15 | 9:30am 3" Wednesday of the month
* Vicki Knott vknott@icloud.com
937-902-3800
* Gloria Gmerek gmereks@icloud.com
513-368-750
* Ann Hagerty frizzet33@hotmail.com
513-497-2876
Pyramid Hill Wednesday 10/8 | 9:00—11:00am | 2"Wednesday of the month
* Cynthia Stever
cynthiastever746@gmail.com 513
893-6784
Chrisholm Monday 10/6 9:00—-11:00am 1*and 3 Monday of
* Ginny Hertenstein Monday 10/20 the Month
ginnyhertenstein@hotmail.com 513-532-2696
* Anne Rolfes annie_twin@yahoo.com
513-846-9252
Gov. Bebb Saturday 10/25 9:00—11:00am | 4% Saturday
* Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)
513 484 2989
Miami University Hamilton Monday 10/13 9:00-11:00am | 2"and 4" Monday
* Nancy Tereba ntereba363@gmail.com Monday 10/27
513-795-4281
* Karen Montag kmontag02@gmail.com
513-874-7848
H.U.G.S Tuesdays and Thursdays
* Michelle Merrett
merrettma26@gmail.com 513-325-3042
T.0.P.P.S Saturday 10/15 10:00am — 3 Wednesday and 3
* Kim Medley medleyke @miamioh.edu Wednesday 10/18 | 12:00pm Saturday
513-340-3628
Ross Roadside Planting Saturday 10/11 9:00am 2" Saturday

* Kathy Lang (kathydrmom@yahoo.com)
513 484 2989




PRESIDENT'S CORNER by Ginny Hertenstein

Hello Master Gardeners!

It’s coming up on the end of summer. Hope
you had a good one! It’s been a mixed bag
for growing things. A lot of unusual
diseases are popping up.

We had to pull most of our Echinacea at
Chrisholm due to a bacteria (phytoplasma)
called aster yellows. It looked like a seed
head growing on a seed head. It affects
many plants and has lots of different

N ‘ ’ presentations.
It’s prominent in hot weather and spreads by leaf hoppers. Keep an eye out for

that one! We had another great week at the Butler County Fair. The educational
displays keep getting better each year and the refreshed Farm display for
children was a big hit. Thanks to Terry Wong, Marilyn Bowling and their
committee members.

The scholarship winners this year were exceptional and deserve all the

help with their studies they received. Great job by Christine Matacic and the
Scholarship committee as well. Please remember 2026 is a transition year. Our new
slate of officers will be out soon and we will vote in November.

Our 2026 membership dues are $20.00. They need to be collected by the end of
December 2025 to avoid a late fee.

Cynthia has arranged with Butler Tech to let their landscape students volunteer to
get hours at our projects. Project leads and committee heads can contact them on
workdays that involve digging, mulching, tree planting, compost and topsoil
refreshing and display set up and take down. My back thanks you, Cynthia!
We’ll have an extra chance to get together on Saturday, September 27

and share a cup of coffee and a donut at Chrisholm Farm. Come to our first
annual Plant Swap for Master Gardeners only! This will go from 11AM till

1PM. Bring some plants to swap with fellow MG’s and visit for a while. I

have requested nice weather that day! Unswapped plants must go home

with you so be selective.

Our new MG class is starting on September 24. Our group has grown

quickly in the last couple of years, which is great, but it makes leadership

jobs a little more difficult. We welcome more people coming forward to

lighten the load. Some jobs may develop a team approach to spread the

work around. Garden projects are always looking for help and those

leading committees do not want those jobs forever. This is a great
organization and needs a lot of participants to run smoothly. Our members

do incredible things when we work together. Please do not hesitate to step

up! New ideas are welcome.

Looking forward to our next potluck lunch and meeting on Wednesday,

Sept. 3, 2025. Start time is 11:30 AM at the Extension office.




Board Positions Coming Available by Paulette Walker

il

GET INVOLVED

'BECOME A
BOARD MEMBER

MG Board Positions Coming Available

In November, BCMGV will be voting in several new members to the Executive Board,
with their terms beginning in January 2026. Serving on the Executive Board allows
members an opportunity to help steer our organization in the right direction and be a
part of decision making on group activities. Although it seems early to be thinking about
this, please consider volunteering in the upcoming position openings on the Executive
Board. If you don’t think you are right for any of these positions, but know of a member
who would be a good fit, please let us know.

The board positions that will be filled in January 2026 are:

Vice President: The VP serves as the chairperson of the Program Committee, securing
speakers for the general meetings and identifying speakers for other events. The VP
serves in absence of the President, and assumes the duties of the president if the
president vacates the office for any reason. The VP serves for two years, then becomes
the President for two years, then serves as the Past President for two years. The Past
President serves primarily in an advisory role, and continues to vote on board decisions.
Cynthia Stever is the current VP, and will answer any questions you may have about the
role.

Secretary: The Secretary keeps records of the General Meetings and the Executive Board
Meetings, and provides the minutes of these meetings to the general membership. The
Secretary conducts correspondence as needed for the organization. The position is for
two years, and is renewable if desired. Jeanne Walther is the current Secretary and can
answer questions you may have about the position.

Members at Large: The board has four Members at Large positions, which have four
year terms. The terms are staggered, with two new Members at Large being appointed
every two years. This is not an elected position. The Members at Large serve as the eyes
and ears of the Executive Board, providing input on members thoughts and concerns, at
the board meetings.

The current Members at Large are Anne Rolfes, Nancy Tereba, Karen Wiggins and
Ginger Martin. Anne and Nancy are completing their terms as of January, and two new
members will be appointed to their slots. You can contact any of the Members at Large to
learn more about the position, and can contact anyone on the board if you have other
questions, or are interested in serving in this position.



VICE PRESIDENT’S NOTES by Cynthia Stever

Congratulation to the Fair Committee for an exceptional
“Lightning Bug” display this year. It was well received by
fairgoers. The seed giveaway continues to be a major attraction.

Our speaker for the September General Meeting will be Kevin
O’Dell with Kendrick & O’Dell Distinctive Garden Solutions of
Cold Springs, KY. Kevin has been in the landscaping business for
over 57 years. He will be sharing his insights and observations of
how landscaping has changed over the years.

Soil of Success Report by Ruth “Peaches” Atha

Dear Members,

We trust you are enjoying the remainder of the summer. Please be advised that dues
collection will begin in September, and detailed information regarding payment
methods will be provided soon. The annual dues amount is $20, with a S5 late fee
assessed for payments received after December 31.

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to the fair committee for their
dedicated efforts. Committee expenses totaled $421.23. As of August, the s bank
balance is $22,132.49.

Boston Ferns by Richard Sunberg, BCMG

One of my earliest memories was going into the parlor of my parents’ house and
seeing long lace curtains covering the front windows of their old-fashioned
farmhouse. On a tall wooden pedestal was perched a large Boston fern. The lacy
leaves of that Boston fern did capture my interest. What a magnificent plant it was,
with its lacey green leaves. Even now, 77 years later, I can close my eyes and envision
that fern.

Armed with a few pointers, you can grow this lacey foliage plant indoors or, in warm
weather, outdoors. My sister adorns her porch each summer with a hanging Boston
fern, as do I. The lacey dangling fronds of Boston ferns are well suited for hanging
baskets or as a houseplant—on a pedestal, porch, patio, or deck.



Boston Ferns by Richard Sunberg, BCMG (continued)

I personally have not encountered any pest problems with these ferns. A florist near
Boston developed a variety of fern with leafy green foliage that was longer, graceful, and
more elegant than other ferns. That was in 1895, and by 1919, the “Boston fern” was well
known and cultivated widely. Many new improved varieties have since been developed as
cultivars of that first extraordinary Boston fern.

We often hear that an east window or a north window is the best lighting for ferns, but I
find that the best windows are the ones that give the sought-after results. I advise
experimenting to find that sweet spot. Your lighting is actually determined by the type of
curtains or blinds, size of the windows, whether there are shade trees or awnings, the
influence of a porch, and other factors, such as light from nearby windows, affecting the
plant. I find that Boston ferns do well in filtered or dappled light, but they do need several
hours of bright light daily. Although the fern isn’t difficult to grow, it tends to shed its
leaves, known as fronds, if it doesn’t receive enough bright light.

Propagating Boston ferns. Propagating Boston ferns isn’t difficult. New ferns can easily
be started by potting runner buds in a mixture of potting soil. Fern shoots or runners
removed from a mature fern will form roots when they are placed into soil and will
quickly start a new plant. You may decide to divide larger ferns that are losing their
luster. Allow the fern to dry a bit and then remove the fern from its pot. I use a serrated
knife to cut the root ball into sections of about 2 inches of roots and repot them into a
5-inch pot containing a general purpose potting soil. I have found difficulty watering
mature Boston ferns from the top. Unless water is added very slowly the ferns and root
balls are often so tightly packed the water tends to run off. I water my larger ferns by
immersing the pots in a bucket of water until they have time for a good soak as needed.
In the winter I mist my ferns to keep the humidity at a proper level. I seldom add
fertilizer, but just repot about once a year with fresh potting soil that is already fortified
with fertilizer. If additional fertilizer seems to be called for, I would suggest using an all
purpose liquid fertilizer about once every three weeks.

The best houseplant advice. The showcase is where you place your best-looking plants.
The rehab center is where you take your plants to restore them to good vigor. The
showcase is in what we use to call the front room,; the rehab takes place in the backroom
or potting shed. When your ferns are thriving and looking great, just water them
sparingly and enjoy them. They are demonstrating to you that they are happy as they are.
Only when they slump do they go to the rehab center. This is where they get a new and
maybe a bigger pot, are put into fresh potting soil, and are given a scissor trim if needed.
Only when they are showing their best game are they brought back up to the majors.

A word about pots. I prefer clay pots, but any pot needs to have a drain hole in the
bottom. Very few house plants thrive with soggy roots due to trapped moisture. Another
advantage to clay pots is that they evaporate excess water through their porous side
walls.

For year-round indoor and as warm weather outdoor plants, you will find that Boston
ferns are a classic, old-fashioned plant favorite generation after generation. For
information on home gardening plant selection, as well as other gardening topics, visit
ohioline.osu.edu and click on the Yard and Garden link.



JT°S SPOT by J.T. Benitez

Summer over already. Cannot believe it. It has flown by. Unfortunately, It is a spring and
summer I will not forget because of the impact the rain had on my garden crops! It just
would never stop raining and could never dry out until July. We lost most of our garden
crops because of the excessive rain early on and just finally gave up sadly. Instead of being
overly frustrated by it, I decided to work on drainage and improving the soil this year to
ready it for next year. I have run drainage tile around the garden, applied more cow
manure, investing in a garden bedder for my equipment and just overall coming up with a
new plan of action for those wet years. Stay tuned for what I come up with!

July was a great month because it is the Butler County Fair. I want to thank every Master
Gardener who assisted in working in the Farm Zone at the Butler County from the Iam a
Farmer Exhibit to presenting in the teaching demo corner to working in the Master
Gardener Booth, THANK YOU! As always the building was a great success and we had a lot
of fair visitors walk through and see what the Farm Zone had to offer. I would like to also
thank the Master Gardener Farm Zone Planning Committee for a job well done on the
Master Gardener Booth — Lightning Bugs!! Lightning Bugs was a huge hit for Fair visitors
and was such a well thought out and presented topic for the public. It was incredible work
you all did to create this educational experience, and it is ever so important to bring
attention to the declining populations of Lighting Bugs. Thank you for such a great MG
Booth in the Farm Zone!

Lastly, I would like to congratulate our 2024-2025 MG Award Winners. The 2024-2025
Tom Smith Volunteer of the Year: Terry Wong for her role as the main coordinator for the
Master Gardener Farm Zone Committee and MG Project Site AND the 20242025 Butler
County Master Gardener Volunteer Project of the Year: BCMGV Plant Sale 2024 (Carol Kell
and Nancy Greenslade & Committee) for having one of the busiest and fund producing
plant sales in many years. Thank you and congratulations!

See you all in September!
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Butler County Extension Master Gardeners
Reimbursement Request Form

Date / /2025
Purpose of expense:
Name:
Email Address:
Full Address:
Amount: $ Date given to OSU: Check Number:
Approved by:
Ginny Hertenstein, President Cynthia Stever, Vice President
Jeanne Walther, Secretary Ruth “Peaches” Atha, Treasurer

Requests for more than $250.00 must have two signatures. No payment will be issued without a request form and
receipts. Please allow up to three weeks for check requests.

Butler County Extension Master Gardeners
Reimbursement Request Form

Date / /2025
Purpose of expense:
Name:
Email Address:
Full Address:
Amount: $ Date given to OSU: Check Number:
Approved by:
Ginny Hertenstein, President Cynthia Stever, Vice President
Jeanne Walther, Secretary Ruth “Peaches” Atha, Treasurer

Requests for more than $250.00 must have two signatures. No payment will be issued without a request form and
receipts. Please allow up to three weeks for check requests.



Scholarship Committee Update by Christine Matacic

Butler County Master Gardeners Student Scholarships

For the fifth year, the Butler County Master Gardener Volunteers have awarded
scholarships to young students. These scholarships are to assist students who
live/reside in Butler County and are high school, home school, college or
post-secondary, or an apprentice in their educational pursuits. Each qualified
application is rated anonymously.

This year’s recipients of $750 scholarships are:

Tiffany Dinh - Tiffany recently graduated from Hamilton High School. As a first
generation Vietnamese American, she challenged herself and rose to leadership
roles in several of her extracurriculars — Astra, National Honor Society;,
Environmental Club, and others. Her goals are to become an environmental
scientist and ultimately work to counteract the unsustainable actions from our past
mistakes. She will be attending Miami University majoring in Environmental Earth
Science.

Khira Flood - Khira graduated from the Butler Tech, Natural Science Center. While
there, she was in the National Technical Honors Society, participated as a Student
Ambassador where she attended conferences with state officials, was part of the
Black Student Union, and more. Khira aspires to earn a degree from the University
of San Francisco in Environmental Sciences so she can speak out about injustices
and do her part to better the health of our planet and help the citizens of different
regions.

Lauren Kinney - She graduated from Edgewood High School after being involved in
FAA, cross country, track and field, and swimming among other activities. A few
years ago, she interned at Chrisholm. Her career goal is to work at a zoo or conduct
research at a National Park so she can contribute to wildlife conservation. She will
be attending either Otterbein for Exercise Science and Nutrition.

Questions can be directed to the BCMG Scholarship Committee Chair, Christine
Matacic (christinematacic@gmail.com).

Khira Flood andSSSSSSSEsmy A SOV olarship recipients
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MGV Kitchen by Nancy Greenslade

Only one recipe was sent in to share. Christine brought this salad to the July MG General
meeting and had a number of requests for it and was kind enough to send it for you all to
share. Send recipes to Nancy at njgreenslade@gmail.com, or give a copy to me at the next
meeting for the November newsletter.

COUSCOUS SALAD WITH ARUGULA, LEMON ZEST AND FETA

From the kitchen of Christine Matacic, July 2, 2025

Ingredients
1 cup couscous

11/2 cup chicken broth (can use vegetable broth)
11/2 cup craisins (dried cranberries)

Lemon zest from 1 lemon and juice from 1/2 of lemon
Salt and pepper to taste (less than 1/4 tsp. each)
2 Tablespoons olive oil

11/2 cup fresh blueberries

3/4 cup blanched almond pieces

1 cup crumbled feta cheese

6 cups fresh arugula

2 tomatoes cut into wedges and then halved
Fresh Basil julienned for sprinkling

Lemon wedges for serving

Directions

1. Boil the broth then add the couscous, remove pot from the stove, stir
thoroughly, cover and let sit for 5 minutes.

2. Remove the lid and cool the couscous in your serving dish for about 15-20
minutes — stirring occasionally to help with cooling (while preparing the rest
of the ingredients).

3. To the cooled couscous, add the craisins, lemon zest, lemon juice, salt,
pepper and olive oil and mix thoroughly.

4. Right before serving add the blueberries, almonds, feta cheese, and arugula
and gently stir to combine. You do not want to crush the blueberries.

5. 0n the outside of your serving dish, gently place the tomato pieces.

6. Serve with basil and lemon wedges on the side.
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Keehner Park Update by Cindi Dawson

In addition to regular upkeep of the pollinator garden, volunteers at the Keehner Park site
have begun to prepare a new bed that replaces the old raised bed. It will feature herbs that
were used for culinary and medicinal purposes during the pioneer period to tie in with the
cabin which is also near the pollinator garden.

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS

Want to help edit the newsletter?

Contact Tess at the email below!

Have something to contribute to the next issue?

Please email Tess Catlin at t.catlin@lanepl.org no later than Monday,
October 20, with your submission. Thank you!

14


mailto:t.catlin@lanepl.org

