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Qutgoin

President’s
Report

These last two years have gone by quickly! | have enjoyed being President of the
Master Gardener Board. We have been through some changes that | hope will allow us
to grow into a stronger organization in the years to come.

Our member handbook was finally realized - thanks to JT Benitez, Paulette Walker, and
Ann Updike and her committee. A centralized information source was badly needed.
The reorganization under the OSU umbrella was accomplished after much deliberation
and hand wringing (on my part). Board members Cynthia Stever, Jeanne Walther,
Christine Matacic, and Peaches Atha were crucial in helping gather the right information
for a good decision. Sue Cheney, Extension Office Services Coordinator, got us through
the process smoothly.

We have added a few more Memorandums of Understanding to strengthen our Garden
Project relationships and more are in the works.

The Plant Sale and Butler County Fair MG Booth continue to be very successful
projects, that reach many county residents. The seed collection and distribution started
by Terry Wong, has really taken off and become knownin the area. The BCMG Student
Scholarships are more generous, well organized, and sought after, under Christine
Matacic’s guidance.

Many members have stepped up as project leads and committee chairs to relieve those
who had served for years. Kathleen Sherman and her committee have brought the
Raffle receipts to new highs. Tess Catlin gave the Mulch & More Newsletter a new
colorful look, with lots of monthly updates. Cynthia Stever arranged several interesting
MG Field Trips for us. Frank Peters added an in-depth look at our various volunteer
projects to the Intern training classes.

The growth of our organization has brought about changes, but we continue to provide
quality service and education to the county. Thank you all for your hard work, good
ideas, and enthusiasm leading us into a new year for the Butler County Master
Gardeners!

Ginny Hertenstein



Thank You
Sue Cheney!

Cynthia Stever presented Sue Cheney
with a big thank you at the November
meeting.

Sue, Office Services Coordinator at the
Extension Office, led us through the
quagmire of rules and regulations to
complete the set up under the OSU
Umbrella. She made a daunting task
easily accomplished!

Thank you, Sue Cheney!

Master Gardeners
Elect New Board
Members

At our November 5, 2025, meeting we presented the
slate of new officers for 2026-2027. The slate was
unanimously approved and Cynthia Stever as President,
LaRae Leaman as Vice President, Peaches Athaas
Treasurer, and Tess Catlin as Secretary were elected to
lead us through the next two years. Congratulations to
our new officers!




Plant Sale Committee Update by Jane

Bretl

The Butler County MGV 2026 Plant Sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 9 and the planning is already
underway! We’ve reviewed procedures that went well and those we can improve, and collected
customer feedback to guide our plans and plant donation requests.

Here are some ways to help in the next couple of months:

* Plan to start seeds for the sale. Customer feedback showed interest in natives that
will show well in landscapes, as well as vegetables (in addition to tomatoes).

* As spring finally arrives, watch for those plants that can be divided or dug to share.
Prepare to pot plants as they emerge and give them some time to settle into pots so
they show well in May. (At the March meeting we will have extra pots available.

There are many clean pots of various sizes in the MGV shed. You can also bring

clean pots to the March meeting to share.)

* Review any extra or unused items in your gardening collection, functional or
decorative, that are in nice shape and can be used in the Garden Boutique,

Mother’s Day gifts, or Silent Auction. Set those items aside and have them clean and
ready to donate.

* In lieu of digging plants or cleaning older items, MGVs can support the sale by
purchasing annual or perennial plants, or tools and decorations to donate.

This year we have new Committee Chairs to oversee specific aspects of the sale. Thank
you to these MGVs who have stepped up to help!

» Sales: Peaches Atha

» Marketing/Sponsorship: Ginger Martin

» Customer Service: Paulette Walker

* Logistics: Nancy Greenslade and Charlie Kirkbride

* Volunteer Services: Carol Kell

Come visit our Project Table at the January general meeting to see our new plant labeling
options! Volunteer sign-up sheets will also be available. There are so many different
opportunities to volunteer for the sale, from earning a few hours on the set-up days (May 7
and 8) to working the Plant Sale May 9, along with other roles this spring to make the sale a
success. SignUp Genius will again be used for online sign-ups, and there will also be sign-
up sheets at the March meeting.

Time spent growing, prepping, and volunteering for the Plant Sale are all great
ways to get hours and have fun doing what we love to do! Any questions? Contact us at
bcmgvplantsale@gmail.com.

Keeping our community green and growing,
LaRae Leaman and Jane Bretl, 2026 Plant Sale Co-Chairs



VP Report by Cynthia Stever

[T

2025 was a very busy and productive year for Butler
County Master Gardeners. The Plant Sale had a record
return. The Lightning Bugs educational display at the
Butler County Fair was a major success. Many
improvements were also made to the “l am a Farmer”
section. The decision to transition from an
independent organization to the Ohio State umbrella
was difficult but necessary. Sue Cheney at the
Extension Office and Ruth Atha, treasurer, worked
hard to make the transition as smooth as possible.

| am looking forward to collaborating with you on various projects and opportunities in 2026. We
welcome new officers: VP LaRae Leaman, Secretary Tess Catlin, and At-Large Representatives Jeff
Harvey and Ann McGhee. Ginny Hertenstein will be a major support as Past President and Ruth
(Peaches) Atha will continue as Treasurer. We have many others who have stepped up to take a
leadership role in gardening projects and committees. Thank you to all of you.

The speaker for the January 7 General Meeting will be Laura Zajac with the Monarch
Butterfly Fest. She will help us think of spring.

Treasurer’'s Report by Ruth Atha

Season’s greetings to all. The board has approved the 2026 budget.

The current balance stands at $22,167.61. For 2026, the purchasing procedure will
remain unchanged. While paperwork is not required, please have your committee
chair email both myself and Sue Cheney with details of the items you wish to
purchase so we can verify if they can be sourced from OSU-approved vendors.




Fair Committee Report by Terry Wong

If your contribution is not ready for the January meeting, you may drop extracted seeds at the
extension office no later than Feb 1 st. Thereis a bin in the hall outside of the Extension office. If you
participate in the seed collection project in any capacity whether collecting, extracting, packing etc.,,
please enter your hours for time and travel under the Fair Booth project.

Contact Terry Wong if you have any questions. All participation is valuable and appreciated!

Keehner Park Update by Cindi Dawson

During our last 2025 workday at Keehner Park, the volunteers honored Sandy Seiwert for her years of
leadership. In addition to sharing her invaluable knowledge of the plants in the pollinator garden, she
has donated plants from her gardens. She and her husband relaid the brick walkway earlier this year on
their own time. We celebrated her contribution with cider and doughnuts and a sign to mark her own
garden. We are thankful that Sandy will continue to be a part of the Keehner site to guide and educate
us about the plants there as we look forward to another great season in 2026.

Group photo L-R: Diane Pfaff, LaRae Leaman, Susan DeHart, John Bollinger, Sandy Seiwert, Anne
Eisenmann, Anne Rolfes, Cindi Dawson (not pictured—Rachel Skinner)



Raffle News by Kathleen Sherman

Our raffle theme for January is “Potpourri.” In this case, potpourri refers to a variety
of items grouped together and not necessarily dried flowers/herbs with a pleasant
scent. Please bring any item you wish to donate to the raffle (garden related or not)
and see what a potpourri of joy we can spread into the New Year. Please drop off
your items at the raffle table before heading to lunch. As a reminder, we will be
selling raffle tickets (4 for $1) until the business meeting begins. Then we will ask one
of the master gardeners to pick the lucky winners for each item. Please remember to
check the raffle table during the break between the business meeting and the
program to see if you have won.

If you did win a prize, please be sure to check all the other items since sometimes
multiple items are won by the same person. Since we do not have room to store
unclaimed items, any item that is not claimed by the end of the speakers’
presentation will be used as a door prize! | wish everyone a joyous, healthy, and
prosperous New Year.

MGV Kitchen by Nancy Greenslade

PLEASE send recipes to me, Nancy, njgreenslade@gmail.com.
This first recipe came from a professor at MU who got it when he did a teaching
exchange with the Malaysia University in Kuala Lumpur in Malaysia. He loved the
country’s Asian dishes and learned to cook many of them. | got a lot of recipes
from him, but this is my favorite that | have prepared for years. It is a simple and
quick stir fry. | serve it with rice.
Cabbage and Eggs

e 4 eggs’2cabbage, chopped

e 1small onion, sliced 1 Tbs. soy sauce

e 1 Tbs. lemon juice % tsp. cayenne pepper

e 4slices fresh peeled ginger root (¥” slices)

e 2 Tbs. peanut oil (any vegetable oil will work)

1) Heat oil, add ginger root, fry until brown, discard ginger root.
2) Add cabbage and onions, stir fry until cabbage is bright green.
3) Add soy sauce slowly, stirring constantly.

4) Add eggs stirring until set.

5) Add lemon juice, stir; add cayenne powder, stir and serve.



MGV Kitchen by Nancy Greenslade

(continued)

The next two recipes were submitted by Willadean Short.
Homemade Chicken Soup

Ingredients:
e 4-5 pieces of boneless, skinless chicken, cooked and chopped. Reserve the
broth.
e 4-5 carrots sliced in coin size (2
e 1 cup barley (cooked until it swells up) CZ §
e 1 medium onion, chopped
o 2-3 celery stalks, chopped (optional)
e 4-5 chicken bouillon cubes
e 1 medium size package of noodles, uncooked

After the chicken and barley have cooked, combine them with the other
ingredients and the chicken broth. Cook until the noodles are done and the
vegetables are soft. Serve with crackers.

Whipped Cinnamon Pumpkin Butter

Ingredients:
e 1c.pumpkin puree ¥4 c. unsalted butter, softened
e Y4 c. maple syrup % c. brown sugar
e 1tsp.cinnamon Y% tsp. nutmeg
e Y4itsp. ginger ¥ tsp. salt

In a medium bowl, combine the pumpkin puree, softened butter, and maple syrup.
Mix in the brown sugar, cinnamon, nutmeg, ginger, and salt until well blended.

Use an electric mixer to whip the mixture on high speed until light and fluffy.
Transfer to a container and refrigerate. Can be stored for up to 2 weeks.



JT’s Spot by JT Benitez

2025 has been another exciting year in the gardening world. | would like to thank each and every one
of you for all your hard work at MG project sites, speaking engagements, leadership roles, and more!
Thank you for your dedication to the Butler County Master Gardener program and OSU Extension,
Butler County.

2025 has also been another year of our MG organization growing. We had a New Master Gardener 9-
week, 50 hours of training class begin in September and end in November on all kinds of great subjects
inthe Gardening and Natural Resources areas. This year we had 11 trainees complete and graduate the
9-week course. They now are our new 2026 MG Interns. They have the next year to complete their 50
hours volunteer time towards becoming an active Master Gardener. In order to become an Active
Member, they first must complete 50 hours of training and 50 hours of volunteer time at approved
MG project sites within the year after class completion to become an Active Member. Be sure to
welcome these new members at our January Lunch Meeting!

Master Gardener Trainee Class of 2025
Pam Kamp

Carmen Hewko
Diane Smith
Kathleen Fox

Russ Curley

Annie Velazquez
Jesus Velazquez
Mary Ann Berning
Elise Fink

Elizabeth Cavanaugh
Janet Valentine

We also have the Class of 2024 MG Interns completing their 50 hours of volunteer time during 2025.
While 50 hours can be alot in your first year, many of them have completed the task. Congratulations
on that accomplishment MG Class of 2024. We will be welcoming those new members as Active MG
Members also at the January Lunch Meeting. Be sure to continue to encourage & support themas
they finalize & enter their hours into HOC.



JT’s Spot by JT Benitez

(continued)

Master Gardener Intems Class of 2024
Alissa Blaney
Anne Eisenmann
Bob Danbury
Brenda Frey
Carol Ryan
Cindy Dawson
Jeff Harvey
Karen Fields
Patti Ahting
Rachel Skinner
Sue Mavis

Tim Alford
Wanda Alford

2026 will of course be another great year in the gardening world. | have already ordered my seeds and
began mapping our garden areas of what | want to have planted in 2026. These winter months are a great
time to do this. While you are thinking about what your garden plans are, find something new and cool to
plant whether it is a garden veggie or a cool new flower. Our growing season in Ohio is really just not that
long when you think about it so picking out something we can really enjoy to grow is important because
before you know it, the growing season is over and we are back to winter! [ look forward to hearing from you
what new plants you are trying out in 2026.

Have a great holiday season and a Happy New Year!

Notes from the Editor by Tess Catlin

As we close out another year and begin a new one, | look at all of the connections | have made through Master
Gardeners and how little actions can make big changes. Going into 2026, be the change that grows!

Have something to contribute to the next newsletter? Email Tess Catlin at tkcatlin@gmail.com by
Monday, February 16" with your submission!




